Matthew Todd’s vows from Our Renewal Celebration in 2006

As I sat here and listened to the classical music selections, I am reminded of the fact that God inspired classical music is beautiful.  That God has given man wonderful gifts and inspirations to create beautiful works, timeless sounds that have survived through the ages.  To this day, people are called to worship by some of these same very songs we heard. Today I am here celebrating another such God given gift, one that, like this music, is an inspiration and timeless in beauty.  This precious gift, though unlike music, was given just to me. I can be and am very selfish with this gift. This gift is my lovely bride standing before all of us today.
When God was done creating me, it took Him seven months, to figure out that I would need a lot of help. So He created you to come along side, and to help me.  I have always seemed a little risqué for some, and let Pastor Art say it, that I have no filter from my head to my mouth. 

But God has taught me in my short life here on earth, how to appreciate this gift of life and how precious each moment is. And how life can change and end so quickly. Yes there is a filter, and you are that filter. You help me tone down and stay grounded. It may not always seem so, but I do listen to you. And I have learned from you.

I wish I could be the person that you see in me. The one who actually deserves you, ‘cause Lord knows I don’t really qualify. But you’ve taken me as I am, just as Christ does. And you’ve supported me.  You’ve encouraged me, and even suffered with me. I can ask nothing more from you than what you have already given me.  Our three precious and wonderful, although very active, children are a tribute to the joining of our lives.  And I am forever thankful to you for allowing me to share this life with you.

I am honored that you’ve come here today, to celebrate not only our 10 years that have passed, but to celebrate the hundred more years that we will have, together on this earth.
So yes, you are my filter, my wife, my love, my dream and my desire.

I love you.
